
A Home 
Along the Way...

6/19/13

5th  Annual Pups & Putts 
Golf Outing
Presented by Rhoades McKee PC
Wednesday, 9:00 AM Shot-gun start,
scramble format
at Thousand Oaks Golf Club
4100 Thousand Oaks Dr
Grand Rapids, MI 49525

Call the Sanctuary, 616-693-2490 

to sign-up for sponsorship or play!

8/3/13

Summer Volunteer Potluck
Saturday, 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
Come mingle amoung our current 
Volunteers and find out how you can join
the ‘Mack Pack’!  Tours available upon request
for Potential Volunteers.  Mackenzies will provide 
the main dish - please just bring yourself, a friend and 
dish to pass.  No furry friends please. 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events

For complete details of future events, visit us at

w w w . m a c k e n z i e s . i n f o

BARK at the BOB was a huge hit again this year!
A special thank you to our hosts, Emily Richett and

Todd Chance and Auctioneer, Tony Gates, for keeping
everyone entertained.  Also a big thanks to 

Celebrity guest, Jordan Carson.  The money raised at
BARK will directly benefit the dogs in need at

Mackenzie’s  and continue our mission 
of finding loving homes for

abused, abandoned and
neglected dogs. Thank
you to everyone who

made this event possible
and 

what a joy it was
to see so many

new and old
friends at this
years event!

Bow - Wow!
Woof , Woof!

MACKENZIE’S ANIMAL SANCTUARY 8935 THOMPSON RD LAKE ODESSA, MI 48849 www.mackenzies.info

Mackenzie’s
The Midwest’s largest no-kill Sanctuary for abused, abandoned and neglected dogs. Spring/Summer 2013 
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I chose Mackenzie’s because I desperately wanted to work with 

animals particularly dogs because they are my passion!  I looked into
volunteering at shelters but the thought of going somewhere one
day and meeting dogs and then them not being there the next time
was too hard for me to handle.  I was trapped in a vicious cycle of
wanting to help but being paralyzed by my own emotions of not
being able to handle the reality of shelter life.  So there I sat...doing
nothing, until I found the MAS website.  I signed up for the next
available orientation and the rest is history!  Why should others join?
Why shouldn't others join?!? 

When a person donates time, money or adopts a dog from MAS it is
the current and future population that benefits!  It allows MAS to
grow and reach out to other animals. I could write volumes on why
people should join the cause and get involved!  I continue to return
to MAS because it is truly my happy place! I can't imagine my life

without that piece of it.  The staff are amazing and inviting, even
when they are insanely busy they find time to welcome and thank me and listen if I have concerns or questions.  I have
met so many wonderful people and amazing friends!  Honestly though, it's the dogs!!  Seeing the dogs in a happy caring
place and seeing them find their forever homes is by far the most rewarding part!  I love to watch a dog that had 
'issues' grow, and go from staying at MAS for awhile - to trusting people - to a HOME!!  It is a truly amazing experience!

Participating in kid intros with my own daughter is beneficial for us both!  Adria has gained confidence and truly enjoys
her time with each dog.  It is rewarding as a mother to see her grow and teach her love, compassion and the 
importance of community service.  She is learning each time how her behavior affects the dogs and that she, being a 

little girl, can get the dogs to do what she asks!  She is starting to understand the importance
of why we do what we do at MAS.  She recently found out what it actually means to put
dogs to sleep.  Once she got over her initial horror, she said "When are we going to do more
kid intros?!  We better make sure more dogs can get homes so Mackenzie's can save more

dogs!"  Then she said we should move to the country so we could rescue more dogs, sounds
like a plan to me!  MAS is absolutely on the right track by setting the example everyday!
Thanks!!       - Jenn
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Blooming
‘

’

at MAS!

Look inside to meet more amazing members of our ‘Mack Pack’!

Sanctuary Volunteers brighten up the lives of our very special dogs!  We couldn’t do what we do
without such amazing Volunteers! Meet Jenn & her daughter Adria, Volunteers since August 2010. 

W h y  M a c k e n z i e ’ s ?  
I wholeheartedly believe in the Mackenzie’s Misson! 

As a society we need to look at the way our animals are
treated and strive everyday to improve the quality of their
lives.  Mackenzies offers a bright future for every soul that

comes through the doors, canine and human.

Thank you Jenn & Adria - our Sanctuary dogs are grateful!!!

Are you curious what Volunteering at Mackenzie’s
Animal Sanctuary is like?  Please consider yourself

invited to the Volunteer Potluck Picnic at MAS
on Saturday August 3, 2013 from 1:00 pm to
3:00 pm!  This is your opportunity to meet
Staff, current Volunteers and tour our amazing
facility while eating delicious food with friends!
You will learn about all of our exciting Volunteer

opportunities ranging from working
with our dogs, to office help, 
to special events and more!  
We will even tell you about our 
flexible scheduling!  All of your
questions will be answered!  We
look forward to meeting you this

summer at the Volunteer Potluck Picnic!

B A R K  R e c a p

You’re Invited!



Mackenzie’s Animal Sanctuary (MAS) is the largest no-kill dog Sanctuary in the Midwest. Our mission is to

find loving homes for abused, abandoned and neglected dogs; spay/neuter our rescued dogs to stop the cycle
of unwanted litters; assist in public education for the betterment of our local animal community; and to 

maintain the highest standards of care for the animals, including veterinary care. 

Our family!
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A  S h a r e d  P a s s i o n  f o r  A n i m a l s !
‘Mackenzie’s has me til health or death do us part

- I have no plans to retire!’ 
We have always been animal lovers, volunteering since the Sanctuary

brought in dogs from Hurricane Katrina.  Everyone is so dedicated to the

dogs. They treat the dogs like they would treat one of their own, no matter

health or behavior.  If you are an animal lover, helping these emotionally hurt

dogs and seeing them blossom and get adopted is the cherry on the sundae!

You honestly get more than you give!  It makes me feel good to know that I

have been a small part of a fearful dog’s recovery.  Watching them get

adopted is amazing and it allows us to save another dog’s life, knowing

I am part of that gives me warm feelings!  I love working with the

Staff.  They are here daily and take such great care of the dogs.  

To see how much they love the dogs and how much they work with

them is inspiring.  The Staff are all so nice and welcoming.  It would

be harder for me to come in as often if the staff didn’t have the 

personality they do.  I would still come for the dogs, but it would not be

as enjoyable. -Carol Darby, Volunteer & Adopter of Lucky

Carol, Lucky & Earl ‘Darb’ Darby on
Adoption day; Lucky’s Birthday!

Jessee is a wonderful boy.  We call him Brko.   He is loving and good natured all of the

time.  He is friendly to other dogs and very obedient without much insistence on our part.

He was hesitant about everything for the first 2 months, but we worked on building trust

and tried to make things relaxed and uneventful while we worked on the advice 

Mackenzie's made available to us.  It did help to be able to read the materials you gave 

us and apply what we learned.  After 2 more months, he opened up even more and

showed new patience and an eagerness to please.  Now he is willing to make friends of

people and dogs easily.  At 3 months, he really surprised us when we had 2 young 

visitors (3 yrs and 5 yrs) that tossed a ball for him.  He had never responded to play or

toys for us and we expected the children to be disappointed.  Well, he just intuitively

ran and got the ball and returned it to the children.  He obeyed when they told him to

sit or stay.  This lasted for 10 minutes!  He showed us something in him that was 

beautiful and unexpected.  He was so gentle and understanding.  Jesse is so much

more than we expected.  He is so smart and intuitive... more than any dog I have

known.  It takes so little repetition for him to understand and he wants to please us!

We are grateful  to you and Mackenzie's.  Thanks so much! -  Kathleen Dintaman

Something Beautiful and Unexpected! Brko at home -photo taken with his family

Hi Tommie, just wanted to send ya this super cute pic of Hersh... 

She is doing soooo good...and has turned into

a lil stinker!  She is very playful, very high 

energy and is just fitting into our family so

well!  She is still scared of her own shadow

but getting better everyday.  She has been

running up and down the stairs daily which

still concerns me but she just wants to be with the big dogs!

It's so cute to see her just be a puppy.  From sneaking into the bathroom

to unroll all the toilet paper, to quietly hoarding all of Frankie's and emmie's old toys

in the middle of the night along with our shoes which she just surround's by herself and

her bed!  It makes me smile every morning!   Hope all is well at Mackenzie's.  

Thank you again!

- Marianne Hayoz & Troy Jensen

Sweet L i l  Hershee - 
A Part of the Fami ly !

The Minier Family - with Mr. Bigg
Volunteers since: June 2012

Rosemary & her two teenage daughters,

Marissa & Rebecca use their time at MAS 

to bond with each other and spend time

with the dogs.  Rosemary even Volunteers

while the girls are in school to work 

independently and have some ‘me’ time.

Mackenzie’s fit for their family because

we are a no-kill shelter.  They also needed

something with a flexible schedule to fit

with their busy lifestyle and MAS 

provides that too!

Favorite part about Volunteering at MAS:

Rosemary: “Working with all of the differ-

ent dogs and spending time with my kids!”

Marissa: “Working with the dogs!”

Rebecca: “I get to play with dogs and teach

them new tricks.  My specialty is ‘roll-over’.

I like taking pictures of the dogs too.” 

Alanna Bancroft - with Victoria 
Volunteer since:  October 2012

Alanna and her friend Emma (not pic-

tured) are both High School seniors that

love to Volunteer in our kennel with all 

the awesome doggies!  

Emma and Alanna’s favorite part about

Volunteering at MAS:

Alanna: “I get to spend time with the dogs!”

Emma: “The dogs! You get to cuddle with

dogs!  What is better than that!?”

George Cripps - with Inja
Volunteer since: December 2012

Why did George, a retired Dentist,

choose MAS: “I retired last spring and

was looking for something to fill some

of my free time that was worthwhile, 

constructive and at the same time 

rewardingly enjoyable for me.

Mackenzie’s has been the perfect fit

for me.  I’ve always loved dogs and

had a compassion for those that

have been mistreated.  

Mackenzie’s has given me the

chance to meet and work with some great

dogs and equally great people!”

George’s favorite part about volunteering at MAS: “It is obvious -

getting to meet and work with so many dogs!  I enjoy being able to

get the dogs outside to expel their energy.”

‘If you want to change the world, be that change.’ - Ghandi
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